Equine placental mixed germ cell tumor with metastasis to the foal.
The placenta from an embryo transfer-recipient mare and live foal was examined. The placenta was effaced by multifocal masses, which ranged from less than 1 cm to 14 cm in diameter. The foal represented at 52 days for lethargy, ataxia, and urine dribbling; due to a poor prognosis, the foal was euthanized. At necropsy, the liver was effaced by multifocal, pale, irregular nodules. The lumbar vertebrae and other skeletal sites had multifocal lytic lesions. The placenta had 4 populations of neoplastic cells, including a spindle cell population, tall columnar and transitional epithelial cell populations, and an undifferentiated polygonal cell population. The foal's liver had similar populations and patterns of cells as those in the placenta. The lesion in the placenta and the masses in the foal were diagnosed as a mixed germ cell tumor and metastatic mixed germ cell tumor, respectively.